
Name: ___________________________        

Colonial Life Study Guide 

1. Define immigrants:  

 People that move from one country to another to make a new start 

 

2. When people settle in a new area they bring their (1) beliefs,  

(2) customs, and (3) architecture with them.  

 

3. What are the 3 major immigrant groups that settled in Colonial Virginia? 

Where did each group settle? 

Immigrant Group 

 

Location they Settled 

1. English 

 

 

 

Coastal Plain and Piedmont 

2. Germans & Scots-Irish 

 

 

 

Shenandoah Valley 

3. Africans 

 

 

 

Coastal Plain and Piedmont 

 

4. Before the settlers came, American Indians lived throughout all of Virginia. 

 

5. What does migration mean? 

Migration means moving from one country or region to another. 

 

 



6. List 3 reasons why the capital of Virginia moved from Jamestown to 

Williamsburg in 1699.  



- The drinking water was contaminated by the salt water.  

- They unhealthy living conditions caused diseases.  

- Fires destroyed wooden and brick buildings at Jamestown.  

          

7. List 3 reasons why the capital of Virginia moved from Williamsburg to 

Richmond.  



- By the 1700s the population of Virginia was moving westwards.  

- It was a more central location.  

- Moving to Richmond increased the distance from the sea and possible 

attack by the British.  

- It was located on the James River made it a center of trade and 

commerce.  

 

8. What is a cash crop? What was the main cash crop in the Virginia colony? 

 

A cash crop is a crop that is grown to sell for money rather than for use by the 

growers. The main cash crop in the Virginia colony was tobacco.  

 

9. Write two examples of a cultural landscape. 

Barns, house, places of worship (churches)  

 

10. Write one example of each of the following in colonial Virginia: 

Human Resource Natural Resource Capital Resource 

- Farmers 

- Carpenters 

- Blacksmiths 

- Seamstress 

- Tailors 

 

- Fish 

- Trees 

- Deer 

 

- Barrels 

- Ships 

- Tools 

 

 



DIRECTIONS: Match the following words to their correct definition: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16. Food choices in the colony were limited.  Each family produced almost 

everything that they ate.  

 

17. Most clothing worn in colonial times was made of sheep,  

cotton & flax plants.   

 

17. Besides wealthy farmers who live in large plantation houses, most people  
 

lived in simple one room houses with dirt floors.  

 

18. Describe the following groups of people in the Virginia Colony.  

Wealthy Farmers Small Farmers Enslaved African 

Americans 

Free African 

Americans 

 

- They owned 

large 

plantations.  

- They lived in 

grand houses 

with many 

servants or 

slaves.  

 



- Most made 

their living from 

their land.  

- They lived in 

small one-room 

homes with dirt 

floors.  

 



- They worked 

on plantations.  

- They grew 

tobacco and 

other crops.  

- They tended to 

livestock.  

- They had no 

rights.  

 

 

- Many owned 

business and 

property.  

- They were 

denied most 

rights.  

- They could not 

vote or testify 

in court against 

white people.  

11. Credit  ___D___ 

 

12. Debt __C____ 

 

13. Money __E____ 

 

14. Savings ___A___ 

 

15. Barter ____B___ 

A. Money put away to be spent at a later time 

B. Trading or exchanging goods or services 

without using money 

 C. A good, service, or amount of money owed 

to another person 

D. Buy now, pay later 

 E. Coins and paper bills 

 



19. Sort the following words into the correct column.  

 

Rappahannock  River  Jamestown York River  Potomac River 

 

Williamsburg  Allegheny Mountains  Roanoke  Richmond   

 

English Native American 

 

 Williamsburg 

 

 Jamestown 

 

 Richmond 

 

 York River 

 

 

 Rappahannock River 

 

 Potomac River 

 

 Allegheny Mountains  

 

 Roanoke 

 

 

20. Color the map to show where the following immigrant groups settled.  

 

- Blue = English    - Green = Scots-Irish 

- Red = Africans    - Yellow = Germans 

 


